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Opening Policy proposition statement
Currently, there exists no single legislation in the United States that focuses on the protection of the privacy of personal data, but instead, there are hundreds of jumbled laws and legislations enacted at the state and the federal level for this effect.  In a sense, the laws and the legislation passed by the various states often differ significantly from one state to another, resulting in inefficiencies in this much-sought idea of personal data protection (Akutsu et al., 2011). Against this understanding, in this presentation, I am proposing the establishment of a single federal legislation 
The proposition
In this discussion, I propose the formulation of comprehensive federal legislation to address the issue of personal data protection at the federal level to create uniformity as opposed to the current situation where different states have their regulations, consequently resulting in the lack of uniformity as far as protection of this information is concerned. In a sense, I propose a congressional consideration to develop federal legislation to address the inherent limitations fostered by the existing incomprehensive federal and state laws. 
Terms
Personal data refers to information about an individual. The definition of personal data varies by state in the U.S.

Data consumers: broadly defined to mean an individual who is a resident in the U.S. Again, the definition significantly varies by states.

Data breaches: refers to unauthorized access, individual personal data acquisition, and the security and confidentiality of the information.
Congress refers to a federal legislative body comprising of members of Congress.

Right to data privacy: refers to the individual right to have their data handled in a transparent, secure, and in efficient manner.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Consent: refers to formal authorization regarding the collection of personal data by a third party.
Reasons for change
Arguably, unlawful personal data surveillance has been a major issue in the United States, where personal private data have been obtained without consent from individuals. Admittedly the government has access to all the confidential personal data of each individual and is tasked to ensure the maximum protection of this information, however over the past few years, there have been concerns concerning the legal protections and the safety of the privacy of individual personal data owing to increased intentional and malicious intrusion and access of personal information of millions of Americans (Kuner et al., 2017). 
Having realized the lack of a consistent federal regulation addressing the issue of personal data protection, there is a need for congressional consideration to develop these regulations to protect the personal data of millions of Americans. Even though hundreds of jumbled laws and regulations exist, the regulations lack uniformity at the federal level (Hare, 2016), hence the continuation of these unfair practices involving the protection of personal data. Arguably, the existing privacy regulations are very inefficient in scope and purpose.

 For instance, the country lacks a comprehensive regulation regarding the protection of private personal data, consequently requiring Congress's intervention to fill the statutory gap by enforcing a comprehensive national law to prohibit the unauthorized collection and use of personal data. Carole (2019) believes that such enactments would ensure optimum protection of personal data. Recently, there have been cases of high-profile data breaches and violations of private information, consequently raising national concern over private personal data protection. Some of these concerns have arisen from how the government and its agencies utilize confidential information at their disposal. Observably, the current situation is worse, considering the increased intentional intrusion of private information, resulting in data security breaches. Generally, data breaches are sure. 

Policy and the change
Having realized the increased breach of personal data in the country, the interest in this field has similarly grown in the recent past, however as I indicated above, there lacks uniformity at the federal level to address the situation (Ramirez, 2020). In my view, the concern requires congressional consideration to formulate binding policies and regulations to govern data privacy in the country. For instance, the Federal Trade Commission Act contains provisions governing deceptive trade practices in commercial entities. Still, it lacks explicit information regarding what kind of information the entities are allowed to display on their websites. In essence, the existing laws lack clarity and have similarly failed to incorporate privacy policies to protect millions of American consumers (Graham & Mowery, 2003). 

In my opinion, the country must enact a regulation through Congress for user privacy and breach of personal data security. I am proposing a regulation that would set high standards for user privacy and regulation of private personal data of all individuals residing in the U.S. The proposed regulation would specify the standards of data protection and believably highlight punitive penalties for anyone found in breach of its provisions. I believe this would foster a change in the management and handling of personal private data by government and private actors in the country. Similarly, the regulation would also give Americans the least assurance regarding certain rights and protections of their private information (Determann, 2016). 
I propose to bring a single regulation for the management of private data across the country to eliminate the existing differing viewpoints concerning data protection emanating from the various state laws. In a sense, this would be an overriding federal privacy regulation. Believably, the proposed regulation is believed to ensure blanket personal private data of each individual, restricting the access of this information securely and equitably (Dimitrova & Brkan, 2018). Formulation of this proposed regulation is believed to an obligation of Congress; for this reason, I believe no extra costs would be involved since it is legislation like any other. However, the costs of implementation by various government agencies would be drawn from the taxpayer’s revenue.
Consequences of the proposed change
I think the proposed legislation would positively impact ordinary Americans since it will automatically improve data security outcomes. Determann (2016) argues that rather than having a fragmented regulatory landscape as in the current, which only benefits a few people, the regulation would bring uniformity in data protection. 
Even though the proposed law is expected to enhance the privacy of personal information, it could be difficult to achieve; for instance, for commercial entities to display personal information on their websites, they would be required to obtain consent regarding the collection of personal information, which I believe could be challenging to achieve for all the people.  
Observably, the proposed regulation would reduce the costs of legal compliance for business organizations because the organization would be only complying with a standard federal regulation rather than complying with various state regulations based on the organization's location. Also, the application of this law can be disadvantageous in the sense that it can easily be overruled in court, consequently resulting in more severe consequences of data protection. It is imperative to understand that the establishment of common federal law would outlaw the existing state laws or neutralize them; against this understanding, Townsend (2019) argues that the biggest concern is that when challenged in court successfully, the country would remain with weaker state laws or no law at all to protect the private data. 
Conclusion
As observed by Akutsu et al. (2011), the country does not have a single federal privacy regulation. Instead, it has hundreds of jumbled statutes and state regulations, which, in my view, do not address the issue of data protection effectively. For this reason, I have proposed a congressional consideration to establish an overarching federal regulation that would effectively address the data privacy concerns across the U.S. by creating uniformity in the protection of data. 
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